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Council on the Ageing (Australia) eppreciare the sepsitive way m which the Chicf Minister

for the Northemn Territory, Mr Marshall Perron. is miroducing a Bill which wiil exabie &
ermunally 1l person to make a decision abour their own dinre, The Bill will be availabie
for commumity debate and this is the way it should be.

An initia) examination of the Bill suggests that Mr Perron has gone to great lengrhs to protec:
the nterests of individuais who wish to have a dignified death. Unforumately, sven with all
the mrracles of modem medicine, many people are condermmed 0 painfid and oromracted
death. Mr Perron. through his own personal experience of his own morher, has had the
courage to raise this sensgtive issue

Areas of the Bill that do need examination are:

The requirement 7ot 2 second practitioner 0 countersien the certficate.  This second
pracutioner must not de i the same practice as the first signatory.

Clarification is nezded on the wording in Section 8.2 which deais with e rescinding
Of & request,

Is there a case for a lawyer being involved so long as this does ot make the process
expensive or lengthy. '
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